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Pp REACHD, 
On the Ninth of $ eptember 1683. (being the 
THANKSGIVING-DAT.:) 


AT 
St. THOMAS Hoſpital, in SOUTHWARK. 


By William Hughes Hoſpitaller there at thar time. = 


—_—  _ 


Put them in mind to obey Mag i&rates, Tit- 3< x. 
' That Prayers and givins of Thanks be wade for Kines, 
FAO. 1x. 


———————_——_ 


' Sic bonam elegit vitam, ut etiam bonam non negligat famam. St. 
Aug. de Doctr. Chriſt. L. 4.c. 28. Nobis enim vita noſtra ne 
coſſaria eſt, aliis fama noſtra. Id. de bono viduitar. c. 22. | 


TOGETHER WITH A 


CANDID PLEA | 


TO A 


CRUEL CHARGE. 
| By the ſame AUTHOR, 


LONDON, @&- 


: Printed by }. A. for Samnel Walſall -at the Fleart 
and Bible at the Weſt-end of the Royal Exchange 
ta Corphill, 1684. | 


TO THE 
READER. 
V R Lot being caſt into a very In- | ; 

quiſutive Age; it may not be amiſs to ws 

gratifie the Curioſity thereof, by giv- 

ing a ſhort account, beth Why thele 
plain Sermons come forth ſo late, aud Why, 
indeed, at all. As for the former enquiry ; they 
were not made for the Preſs, but Pulpit ; nor are 
they ſuited to the Critical Eyes of a Learned King- 
dom; but tothe heavier Ears of an Unlettered,ſmal, 
and mean Auditory. Where having done their duty, 
a Writ of Eaſe was given them, and they were laid 
by to Reft in Peace amongſt their Fellows. But 
then; Why are they thus diſturbed now ; zs the | 
other Queſtion ® Ton muſt know, their Author's | 
Guilt ( but in his very Touth, and betwixt 30 and ; 
40 years ago) although repented of, and pardon'd;; 
and Filewhere more at large, and with ſeverity, by 
brmfelf refleied on ; and all long fince ; hath beer 
--/9 very lately ( by information doubtleſs of true: 
10,5, wholive in Iſract, but are Edomites Y with 
great 


Lreat unkhiudneſs, and hardeſt meaſure, in his opi= \ 
ion, reviv d againſt him, to his dammage in Eſtate 
and Narſ, indifta cauſa. And where the Former 
of them might poſſubly be diſpenſed with in ſilence; 
the latter yet is better than precious Oyntment 
ſaith the Preacher ; andrather to be choſen than 
great riches, in the Wile mans judgment. And 
therefore although That may be deſpaired of, as 
paſt all reparation; tis boped that This may not- 
withſtanding find reliefby publiſhing of theſe Notes. 
He hath great reaſon to look upon himſelf as going 
off this Stage of Earth apace; and after the ap- 
proving of bis ſoul to God, he would beglad ( he 
thinks, with #nnocency ) to leave an Honeſt Me- 
mory behind him. And he can ever think, that 
open Diſloyalty, or Loyalty in Maſquerade 
onely, therewith conſiſtent. Which Principle he 
could wiſh ſore Church-Diſlenters of his acquain- 
tance -would ſeriouſly think of, and heartily Eſ. 
ponſe ; whoſe buſineſs 'tis (and in manifeſt proof 
of their own foul guilt too ) malignantly to calune- 
ziate honeſt, though late Conformiſts, that aſſert 
it, as Renegados and Apoſtates. As if the fear 
of ſuch folks clamour muſt cripple duty, and ſtifle 
truth | But, alas ! where worldly Intereſt 3s Mens 
whole Religion ; no marvel, if Hypocriſy there 
take any ſhape to ſerve that Ido!; and Inſpire them 
with 


\ 
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with Diana's Crafts-men's 
ſuppoſed to bring their craft in danger of being 
ſet at naught. And if 304 ash what aileth-them ? 
And they dare to tell the reaſon, of their out-rage ; 
it will be done in Micah's Words , Ye take away 
my gods; and what have I more ? But if theſe 
Papers ; which are fome Months elder than the 
Authors S»fferings, and did exift when there were 
no jealoufies of ſuch a thing, but all preſumptions 
to the contrary ; and which rebuke Rebellion, aud 
Sedition,encouraging Loyalty and Obedience ; prove 

not fucceſsful to reclaim ſuch Deſperado's, or any 
others that wander from their duty.; they-may be 
uſeful notwithſtanding to confirm Good -men-there- 

in : however, I nothing doubt, but that, with com- 

mon charity, they will flop the month of, curſt Ma- 

levolence, and prove a Pledge for the ſincerity. of 
the Author, hich, on the Inflance of better 

Heads then bis. own, hath brought them thus imo- 
the World ;, and not, 1 trufl, without a Bleſſing 

with them: 


Zeal againfl All 


; 
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Plat XXI. 


' The King ſoall joy in thy flrength, O Lard: 
and in thy Salvation how greatly ſhall he 
rejoyce © — 


HE Contents of this P/al-, plainly re- 
ſpect, the many Mercies and Deliverances 
God had vouchſafed to its Author Da- 
vid. And 'tisa Pſalm of Praiſe, and Pray- 
er; compoſed in the Churches Name, 

and for its Uſe, in the Publick Worſhip. Witneſs the 

Title 3 To the Chief Muſitian a Pſalm of David. For 

David's Pſalms,and others alſo, were by Divine Appoint- 

ment to be Sung with Muſick in the Solemn Aſſem- 

blics : as may be ſeen, 2 Chrox. 7.6. and 29. 25, 27, 
28, 30. But there 1s a difference in the wording of 

them. Some Pſalzr5run inthe Author's ; others, in the 

Cherches Name : as the Author, or the Church may be 
more eſpecially concernd in the Thankſgiving, or Sup- 
plication, or both, therein contain'd. Out of many 
Examples,onely obſerve 3 That the Twenty third P/al#z 
1s wholly in the Arzthors ; this Twenty firſt in the Chur- 
ches Name, There, the Firſt Perſon is altogether uſed : 

* Rere, the Third. Inthat the Author ſpeaketh of himſelf 3 


The Lord is my Shepherd 3, and I ſhall tot want : And fo 
0n, to the End. 


B in. 


Words 


off rd, 


In this he maketh others to ſpeak of hin. For Fx- 
ample 3 my Textis not, I will joy in thy ſtrength: inthy 
Satvation, 1 will rejoyce. But the King \hall joy : and 
He ſhall rejoyce. God's Church and People; the If 
raclites, and Davids Subjects; they make this Addreſs 
to God on the Kings behalt. | | 

To underſtand the meaning whereof, let us more 
particularly conſider, and explain the Worus. , © 

[ The Kirz, | thatis, David, thine Anointed, and our 
Soveraign 3 ſay the People of 1/rael. 

[ Shail joy in thy ſtrength + | ſhall joy, that is, in thy 
might, and power put forth, and exerciled for his Pro. 
te&ionand Defence in the many dangers he hath paſſed 
through. | 

[ And inthy Salvation, ] viz. In thy deliverancepf him 
from his Enemies, and the Vidtory thou haſt given him 
over them. | 208 

[How greatly ſhall he rejoyce 2] By Yoying before, and 
Rejozcing here, meaning 3 That he thall declare, and 
expreſs great joy, and gladneſs with thanks and praiſes unto 
Go: the Author of all bis mercies and deliverances. Where- 

in themſelves do allo bear their part, making ( as was 
before obſeryed ) this Triumphant ackhowledgment - 
on their Kings bchalf, and for his Mercies. 

A!l the diiticulty remaining is,| Whether the King ad 
kis SubjeTs are to be underſtood, as praiſirg God in this be- . 
haviour : fince that 18 not in termes 'expreſied ; and ts 
onely fa1a, There ſhall be joy in. Gods ſtrength, and e-, 
jozcing in his ſalvation, by them. | 

But this 1s removd eaſily, by conſidering, that the 
plain meaning of the Phraſe, To rejozce iz Goel, or it 
his Salvation, 1s nothing clle 3 Than with glad hearts ti 
give him praiſe. For Pjal.g7.12. where 'tis ſaid, R-jaji | 
in the Lord, the righteous, It it be asked, How hl 

tha 


that be done ? It follows in the next words, Give thanks 
at the remembrance of his. holineſs. But eſpecially, and 
moſt plainly, P/al, 33. i, 2. Tis written 5 Kejoyce ir 
the Lord, O ye Righteous : for praiſe is comely for the np- 
rieht, Where you ſec, That rejoycing in the Lord 1s 
nothing elſe, than joyfully praiſing of him. So in the 
New Teſtament, When the Bleſſed Vrrgiz magnified the 
Lord ; ber-Spirit rejozced in God her Saviour, Luk. 1. 47. 
And to give no more inſtances, when our Saviorr re- 
jozced in ſpirit, he giveth God thanks, ſaying; Þ[ thark 
thee, O Father. | 

And now the Words thus opened, plainly teach ns 
this Leflon : That 


A Kings Salvation doth both oblige Himſelf, and his 1:Su. 


People alſo, to the joyful praiſe of God, that gives it. 


The Church, you ſee, doth undertake, on both fides 
in my Text : and by her word, and praJice ſhews, That 
asthe Soverazer, ſo the Snvjects are alike engaged. And 
tsno marvel ; fince the Goipel plainly lays it as a Duty 
on all Chriſtians, as to mnake earneſt Supplications unto 
God for their Sovgzaigns welfare, ſafety, and happincts; 
lo likewiſe to returtmmoſthearty thankſgiving, when ſuch 
mercy is vouchſafed. St. Parl himſelf doth teach us 
this, as plain as words can fpeak it, in 1 77, 2. I, 2. 
laying, 1 exhort therefore, that firſt of all : that is, as one 
of the chiefeſt duties-lying on you : ſnpp.ications, pray- 
ers, interceſſions 5 meaning thereby, all manner and kind 
of pctitions unto God, that Chriitians uſe on the be- 
half of themſelves, or for their Brethren : and giving of 
thanks allo 3 be made for all men : of what Profeſſion, 
Order, Rank, or Quality ſoever they bez: but it follows 
there, that in a more eſpecial and particular manner, 
B 2 this 


| + 
this is to be done, for Kings ard all that ere in Amthority. 
So that. the Prayers and Praiſes of Chriſtians are due 
apparently on the behalf of Magiſtratesz Supreme,and 
ſubordinate likewiſe; Kines, and all that are in Authority. 
And' the practice of this double duty, is not ozxely en- 
forced by the Exhortation of the Holy Apoſtle; which 
might have abundantly ſufficd for the Obligation; [ 
Exhort: But there is a further Motive and Encourage- | 
ment thereunto ſubjoyn'd, from the benefit and advan- 
tage hikely to ariſe from thence-1nto our ſelves: it hath 
a tendency to our leading of a quiet, and peaceable life in 
allzodlineſs, and honeſty allo. _ 

Now if Chriſtians were bound 1n duty thus towards 
Soveraigns and Sxperiors, which were by Feathens ; 
ſtrangers to, and Enemnes of the- Goſpel, (as was the 
Caſe when this was Written, and a great while after ): 
how muchcloſer, and ſtronger is the Tye on Us ; who 
by God's mercifnl Providence, enjoy a Prince, that js,  . 
a Profeſſed NG, a Defender of the Faith, and a Pro- 
teFar of them that own it & | | 

Doubtlefs, asour continual Prayers ſhould be poured 
forth for his Protection, and Proſperity : ſo when the 
Arm of God is made bare for his defence, and ſafety, 
our moſt Solemn Praiſes arc doub:y due to the God 
of His, of Our, and All Salvation. | 

But that the important Duty of joyful Praifing God, 
which we are engaged in This Day, may be dilcharged 
to the beſt advantage, my purpoſe isto Jend you mine | 

- affiſtance (ſuch as 1t1s) in clearing theſe Four Propo- 
fitions unto you, and concluding with ſome Pradtical 


- 


Refletions on the whole. 


Fg 


The Propoſitions are 


T1. All Salvation is from the Hind of God. \@ pry 
2. Gods Salvation uſeth to be exerciſed towards Kinos, from. 
in an Eſpccial manner, 
3. Our preſent Soveraign js a fanal Inſtance of the care 
God takes of Primes. : 
4. This 3s juſt occalion of His Majeſties, and his Peo- 
ples great Toy,. and Thankfulneſs unto God. 


On which, follow ſhort Reflections. 


The Firſt Propoſition 1s : That all Salvation is from the 1. Pripofe. 
hand of God. And, methinks, my Text implyes plain- 
ly: The King ſhall joy i Thy ſtrergch O Lord : and 
in Thy ſalvation, &e. Notin his own Courage, or Con- 
duct ; not in the Power and Pohcy, whereof he was: 
the Maſter : nor in any thingelſe ; though he wanted 
none of thoſe accompliſhments that were tound in the 
| Greateſt Prince; and* Braveft General'of' the World. : 


3 but in the ſtrength of the Lord, and in the Salvation of 
; God. So, that whatſoever Dangers arc eſcaped, what-. 
| ſvever Evils are prevented, or removed 3 nay, whatſo- 


cvcr Good-ſhalt be obtained; though the moft proper 
means that could be found, or thought on, or were 1n 
Nature, had been made ufe of ; with all the advanta- 
ges, that power, art; and induſtry could poſlibly im- 
prove them by 3 yet at the laſt, the ſucceſs maſt be ac- 
knowledged-enttrely unto God: as without whoſe hand 
there kad been no help. Salvation belongeth"mtothe Lord, 
P/2l. 3.8. And againſt his Claim, not Any, nor All 
the Creatures can ſet up any honekd Titte art all. Strong 
Lol:ls, and places of defence cannot preſerve us from our 

ENCcnacs 


«1 
Enemies hands, much leſs, deliver us out of them. 
{ruly, in vain is ſalvation hoped for, from the hills, and 
from the multitude of Mountains ; as likely a retuge as 
they are: truly, in the Lord our God is the Salvation of ' 
Tſrael, Fer. 3. 23. Horſes are a generous kind of Am- 
mals, both ſwitt, and ſtrong, and front; thoſe eſpeci- 
ally, that are bred up, prepared, and managed for the 
Wars. Iron Chariots, of old, were a grear Terror to 
theEnemy, and a good fecurity to thoſe that had them. 
But yet ar horſe 3s a vain thing to fave a man: Pſal.33, 
17. And though ſome truſt in Chariots, and ſome in 
Horſes ; the Royal Pſalmiſt and his friends would not 
take that courſe : but truſt in the name of the Lord, And 
what was the iſſue? Thoſe were brenght down, and fell : 
but theſe aroſe and ſtood upright : Pſal. 20.7, 8. 

But Mex you'l fay, out-do all other Creatures. And 
what great things have been done. by them 3 the Great 
Ones eſpecially : and with Great Armies under their 
Conduct? Yet, vain is the help of an, Pſal. 60. 11. 
And we muſt not put owr truſt in Princes 5 nor in the 
ſon of Man ;, whoſoever he be: in whom there is no help, 
Pſal. 146. 3. Nay, no King, himſelf, is ſaved by the mul- 
titude of an Hoſt ; nor a mighty man by much ſtrength ; 
Pſal. 33. 16. 

is ſhort, the Holy Scriptures teach us; That no 
Deſign can proſper, how rationally foever it be laid: 
none Aﬀair ſucceed, how likely ſoever init ſelf to fpeed, 
and with whatſoever prudence and diligence it be ma- 
naged 3 without the Lord. Except the Lord build the 
houſe, they labour but in vain that build it. Except the 
Lord keep the City, the watchman waketh but in vain. 
Tis in vain (without God) 10 riſe up early, fit ap late, 
and eat the bread of, ſorrows, FPſal. 127.1,2. Our very 


Food cannot nouriſh, nor {leep, refreth 3 nor Clothes 
__ warm, 


warm, nor 'Medicines heal, nor .any Endeavours profit 
us; unleſs God vouchſafe a bleſſing therewith to us. 
And when'he intendeth any Rehef to any of his. Crea- 
tures 3 it ſhall be effeCted : althongh the means made 
uſe of ſhall, be zzea indeed, and moſt contemrptible : 
although 7-proper, and contrary unto Humane Judgment : 
nay, though there be 729 at all in the caſe. 

The holy Scriptures do abound with Inſtances unto 
all theſe purpoſes: and 'tis needleſs to recite them ; 
they are ſo generally known. Let me onely add, 
That the Almighty can at pleaſure make the very Faicr 
to afford Meat 5, and the Deſtroyers themſelves to becore 
$aviors;” He that promiſed his people, that their E- 
aFors ſhould be righteouſneſs, hath often ſaved them, by 
thoſe very Hands that ſhould have flain them. Not 5ing 
is too hard for God: and all ſaluation belongs to Liar. 
We n-<d not go from home to ſeek Examples for the 
proof of this. Onr late Domeitick, and moſt Deviliſh 
Plots, give ample Teſtimony hereunto : wherein, the 
very Agents in the management of them, and that ſhould 
have been 1o in the Execution alſo 3 do by the wonder- 
fil hand of God prove Inſtruments m the revealing, and 
diſappointing of them. Which, as it beareth further 
witneſs to the Truth of Scriptures , That ſafety is of the 
Lord, Prov. 21. 31. So it engageth us to joyn this day 
with the Church, in the words of my Text 3 The King 
ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, O Lord : and in thy ſaluation 
how greatly ſhall he rejoyce £ oy 


The rather to, For 


The Second Propoſition, which is 3 God's ſalvation 2+ Prop? 
uſeth to be exerciſed in an eſpecial manner towards Kings. 
Or in other words 3 Divine Providence taketh peculiar 
care 
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id 


careof Princes. Which ſeemeth alſoto'be intimated in. 
my Text : in that 'tis there ſo Emphanically ſaid, The 
King ſhall joy in the ſtrength of God : and, He ſhall 
greatly rejoyce in God's Salvation : without the Ex- 
preſs mention of his Subjects doing fo : though they be 
tenderly concern'd therein 3 as before was hinted, and 
hereafter will be fully proved. 

And certainly, it the Fowles of the Air, and the 
very Flowers of the Field, are not ſhut out from the 
care of God : If the little Sparrows, as our Saviourdoth 
aſſure us, Matth. 10. are intereſſed in his Providence : 
Humane Aﬀeairs muſt claim undoubtedly a greater ſhare 
therein, .and more tender reſpe& from thence. And 
therefore Government of States, and Kingdoms, without 
which, nothing but Confuſions, and Deſolations would 
be Mankind's diſmal Portion ; cannot but be admitted - 
to have the higheſt intereſt in the ſame. And fo at laſt, 
Princes, and Chief Governors, upon whole Fates 3 (that 
is, the Good, or Ill, befalling them,) the Publick and 
General Weal , or Woe dependeth, muſt be allowed 
to be the Peculiar concers of him, that Governeth all 
Things with Infimte Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 

Buit to put this paſt all doubt, there are Three Con- 
ſiderations that do offer their effe&ual ſervice. 


» Cmſi- T. The Station God ſetteth them in. 
-41anoxs. © 2, The Charge he lays on People concerning them. 
3. His own very marvellous AGings for then. 


:. Corfid., 1. The ſtation God ſets them in. Kings are by him 
Ordain'd, not onely <xperior unto others : but Suprear 
over all their Peoplez to Rule-and Govern them vn- 
der kimfelf, and 1n his own room and place. It 1s by 
him Kings reign, ſaith Solpmon, Prov. 8. 15. He ſes 


them 


them up, ſaith Dariel 2. 21. Whereforenot a Saul onely 3 
whom God particularly appointed to Rule his People 
Iſrael: but Cyras alſo, an Heather Prince, is honour d 
by the Mouth of God himſelf, with that high Title, of 
being God's Anointed, Iſa. 45.1. And in this matter 
thereis great Harmony between the Goſpel, and the Law. 
St. Parl tells us, The higher powers are God's Ordinance, 
Rom. 13. 1, 2. And that they Rule as his Vice-gexents, 
Deputies, and Lieutenants : in hi- rocm and place, that 
is. For ver. 4. Tis ſaid, He is the Miniſter of God. Nay 
| they are dignifyed fo, as to be ſtyled Gods, of old 3 
Exod. 22.28. Pſal. 82. 1. That 1s, Gods on earth ;, as 
Vice-roys to the God of Heaven and Farth : and who, by 
his Commiſſion, are to keep good order in the World 
by puniſhing Wickedneſs, and Vice 3 and encouraging 
Religion and Vertue among the Sons of Men. Where- 
fore, whatſoever injuries, and affronts ſhall be offer'd 
unto them, they do redound to God hiimſclf 5; whoſe 
' Character they bear, and whoſe Perſon they repreſent. 
Doth it not ſtand to all reaſon then, that the Almighty 
ſhould own,abet, and be eſpecially concern'd for hrs ow 
Commiſſioners 5 and in the Execution of the Truſt re- 
ceivd from him ? Can it be otherwile, than that his pe- 
culiar Providence ſhould be engaged for his Higheſt 
Officer pox Earth 5 who derives his Title from, and is 
an Immediate ſubſtitute to the Supreme in Heaven ? 

Do we not know, That Earthly Soveraigns will be 
careful for the greateſt ſafety, and beſt reſpect to thoſe, 
whom they depute to ſupply their place in Adminiſtring 
Juſtice to their Subjects 2 And will they not avenge in- 
dignities put. upon thoſe Miniſters with ſeverity 3 be- 
| cauſe they light upon Themfelvesat laſt, by whom they 
are Authoriz'd 2 And who can doubt, but that the Su- 
preme Governour of the br ae will take equal _ 

O 


of Princes, that ſtand in the hike relation untohim, and 
for like reaſon 2 We may b2 well attured of it. And 
{nail be better by what follows. 

id, 2. The Charge Gol la;s on People concerning thew,. Tf 
God commandeth us the Higheſt Vale, Greateſt ReſpeF, 
and Otmroft Service to our Soveraigns 3 it miſt be ne- 
c:{larily admitted, That the Almighty hath moſt tender 
2nd eſpecial care for them. King Davids to ſtrict a 
charge to his General, and other Captains, concerning 
Abſalem, tor the ſatety of him, and thetr kindneſs to 
him (2 Sam. 18.) makes 1t moſt maniteſt, liow d -ar he 
was unto kis Father, and what an AﬀeGtionate care he 
took of him. Thus an Indulgent'| Providence towards 
Princes cannot but be inferred ; fince we do find the 
Word of God ſo copious in the New, as well as 0! 
Teſtament, tor exacting ſuch true and high Devotion un- 
to Kings: and this, as rooted 1n our #77nds 5 1o profejied 
by our Monthes 3 and atteſted to by our Lives. 

[. To be particular; 1. It was from God that S9lozz0y 
Our Mind. ſpake it, Prov. 24.21. My ſor, fear thou the Lovd, and 
the King: and meddle nt with them that are given to 
change. A man would think upon firſt Hearing, that 

this Counſel were dircited peculiarly to our izmes. But 
certain tis, that as 'tivas not amiſs for any age ; {v it is 

very proper to the preſent Generation. And of "rv s5 

the Precept ſerves to put our Minds into the frr 1! (pe 

per towards thoſe that are Above rs, the Heaven'y and 

the Earthly Soveratgn : and that's of Fear. T knows 

This commonly coucheth under it-all 'rhe' Fxprejtion 

of Love and Ditz, and Ovedicnce. © But as Þ need not 

ſo I ſhall nottkrs conlider 1t ere. | Wee't keen it there- 

fore to its ſtricter, and moſt proper {en'e, of Awe. 28d 
Reverence, Eſteem, and Venetation, of. the Vind into 
its Obje&. So God is indeed to, be firſt ſerved; as he 
beſt 


beſt deſerveth. ' Firſt, we muſt fear the Lord, who is 


, 


King of Kings : and zext; the Kine; who is under 
him, and over us. The meaning isz the Beſ# opinion, 
and moſt worthy thoughts of Princes muſt be entertained by 
/. The moſt fair conſtruction miſt be put on -all 
their Counſels and Affairs, that they can poſiibly bear. 
And we may not dare to let looſe our Minds to other 
Methods. For then, adiew the fear and reverence tha 
we owe them. The Holy Preacher means this very 
thing, when he forbids, to Curſe the King, fo much 2s i 
our thoughts. Eccleſ. 10. 20. Every evil, and unworthy, 
andindecent Conception of him, is tobe utterly baniſhed. 
But alas ! have we not 1n the preſent Age too many ſe- 
cret Shimei's, at the leaſt > Whoſe pleaſure 'tis, to frame 
the worſt 1dea's of their Governours, and their Actions 
1m thar own minds; and are then in travcl to be dch- 
verd of them to their Neighbours on the firſt opportu- 
nity 2 Yet Holy Scriptures teach us no ſuch Doctrine 3 
but the contrary. And as we have heard, what the 
Precept here inſtructs us 1n : ſo we ſhall find, the Prehbi- 
bition added doth confirm it 5 Meddle not with them that 
are given to change. Whence we plainly learn 3 beth, 
That Irreverexce towards a Soveraign hath a tendency to 
Subverſion of his Government : and eſpecially ; that, for 
the preſervation of our due reſpeF unto him, we ought to ſhun 
the Converſation of DiſſaffeFed Perſons to the Preſent 
Liwwful Eſtabliſhment. To be giventochange is commen- 
dable in nothing, becauſe it argues want of Reaſon's 
Ballaſt 5 and betrays the levity of a fickle Mind : but 
is utterly to be condemn'd when it tends to a re- 
moval of what God hath Eſtabliſh'd. Novelty, 'tis true, 
is but too grateful unto Humane Nature. It was (6 
inits[nnocency. But the 1fJue thereof was horrible miſ- 
chief | A delire to change involv'd our Firſt Parents, 
-— O93 and 


". 
Fhuthes. 


and all their Poſterity m lamentable Woe. Hence is 
ſprung up our degeneracy from: that Primitive Purity, 
wherein we were made. Ard this great Itch of Novelty 
3s not the leaſt part of our Degeneracy. But what vaſt 
expences of Treaſure and Lives, befides mens deareſt 
Conſciences, it hath put the World to, in the ſeveral 
States and Kingdoms thereof, I need not inliſt on. For 
who can forget to what a diſmal Paſs Three Rezlmsof 
our own were thereby lately brought ? 

And much more doth it therefore concern xs, to re- 
gard the good caution from Heaven 5 to have nothing 
to do with Noveliſts ; not to meddle with them that are 
given to change. Of old, the Good, and old way went 
both together, Fer.6. 16. To be ſure, where God hath 
ſet up his Landmark, 'tis an horrible Treſpaſs to attempt 
its plucking down. And Kingſhip, we hear, is God's 
own Eſtabliſhment. If then we will fear the Lord; we 
muſt, next unto him, fear the King kkewiſe, That is, 
maintam the greateſt reverence, and beſt opinion of him 
-11 our Mind. And this 1s the firſt part of God's charge 
on People towards their Soveraigns : to ſhew the peculiar 
care he taketh of them. 

The Second and next is, That our Mouth be mana- 
ged ſuitable to our Mind. We muſt be always ready 
to ſpeak, as well asthirk, the beſt of Princes. We may 
by no means dare to utter any. thing reproachful of 
them. And this 1s alſo part of God's Charge upon us 
concerning them. For Exod.22.28. "Tis Written, Thou 
ſhalt mot revile the Gods 5 ner ſpeak evil of the Rulers of 
thy people. Their very Title of being Gods, ſhould lay 
an awe on ex toward them : and God's command re- 
quires moſt Reverend Speeches of them. Railings, and 
Reproaches of our Equals, or Irferiours, are Unchriſti- 
an Practices 3 and condemned im the Holy Goſpel. But 

to 


to ſerve-Swperiors at that ratez a Soveraign; eſpecially 5 . 
1s much more hainous, and to be abhorr'd, even to Hell, 
from whence it comes. 

 Thofe men then can have no conſcience towards God, 
that make no conſcience to revile the Gods. For they 
have no regard to the Word of God, which doth fo 
exprelly forbid this wickedneſs. Let. them beware, 
whoſe filthy Monthes trade 1mm traducing, and defaming 
the Perſons, and Proceedings of their Lawful Gover- 
nours. 'Tis very obſervable 5 That when St. Pazl had, 
by furprizal, onely /eſ5 decently, and when #»jrſtly uſed, 
rebuked his Sureriour, but one much Inferiour to a So- . 
veraign Prince 3 he doth not onely Apologize for that 
miſcarriage with a plauſible excuſe, That it was his ie- 
norance thruſt hins on ſo doing ( upon hisown long abſence 
from Jerufalem,and their great confulionin the choice of 
Officers, we mutt underftand : ) Lu he is honeſtly plain 
mprofeſiing 3 That ſuch behaviour is 70t to be juſtified, but 
Condemu'd As 23.3, 5, And he quotes the very Text 
of Exodys, which you laſt heard of, to that purpoſe. 
Now, how unlike that holy 425 and how inexcufable 
with al/ good men, are Thoje, too many, of this preſent 
Age 3 who without regard to Fruth, or fallhood, or: 
any good manners 1n the World ; and to be ſure, againſt 
all Chriſtian Reverence to the Word of God, and their 
Lawful Governonrs, make tt their buſineſs tofill their own: 
Vinds, and then the Ears of others, with jealoufies, and 


 ſuſpmtions 3 nay, with Male-interpretations, plain ſlan- 


ders, and Reproaches of the Higheſ# Powers > How any 
fach Perſons, though they would be counted Chriſt's 
Diſctples,. and perhaps eſteem themſelves of the Higheſt 
Form among them, can reconcile fuch PraGtices with 
Goſpel Principles, tsnever to be ſhewed. 

We are certain of this, and I pray God they may 
conlider , 


conſider it, as they ought . That thoſe people have the 

blackeſt Brand put on them, who Deſpiſe . Dominions, 

and ſpeak, evil of Dignities, both in 2 Pet. 2.10. and 
ude 8. | 


Another and Second Inſtance to the former purpoſe. 


2 Laſt of all, ovr /ives muſt give an Atteſtation to 
ze. our Minds and Monthes. God doth require, that we 
ſhould be Taternally and Externally A/Z of a piece to- 
. Ch gy wards our Princes. |e muſt be ready to obey their Laws, 
Laws, and ſupport their State. Touching the Former : ſhould 
it ſo happen, that the command of an Earthly King 
ſhould croſs the command of the King of Heaven : then 
ſuch command is ipſo fa&o ſuperſeded, and hath no Ob- 
ligation on us. For, that we ozght to obey God, rather 
than man, 1s the Chriſtian DoFine, Act. 5.29. Butwith- . 
al take notice : That when we cannot be athvein Obey- 
ing, we muſt be Paſſive in ſubmitting. And there is 
none allowance. but an utter Condemnation of all Re- 
ſeſtance, and ' Rebellion 1n the caſe 3 and by the ſelf ſame 
 Do#rine of our Religion. St. Paul joyneth, That every 
ſoul be ſubjeF to the Higher Powers; Rom. 13. 1. There 
1s none excepted ; be he Prophet, Apoſtle, Biſhop, or of 
any other Order of Men whatſoever. There is no 
Priviledge, or Exemption of any. | The Pope of Rome 
indeed refuſeth his Obedience to the Emperour 3 and, 
at Pleaſure will diſcharge his Clergy, or Laity, from 
their Duty to their Natural Princes. But the Apoſtle 
Pal, and Apoſtate Pope, are of Two Minds, you ſee : 
they are contrary oneto the other. Therefore, that 1s 
onereaſon of the Apoſtles marking himz for the Man of 
Siz 5 1n that he doth exalt himſelf above what 3s called 
C724, on Earth, as well as Heaven, 2 Thef. 2.4. But 
| whceſo-ver 
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whoſoever will be St. Pal's Diſciples, and not the Poper: 
muſt love Obedience, and hate Rebellion. ' For ke that 
rcſificth, ſaith the Apoſtle, flies i the face of God : Re- 
fjteth his Ordinance, Rom. 13.2. And though poſſi- 
'bly they may eſcape here z hereafter 'twill be dearly 
paid for. For without Repentance, They that reſijt ſhall 
recerve to themſelves Damnation ©: ibid. And if we will 
prove our ſelves True CEriſtians 5 we muſt be thus obe- 
cient, mot onely for wrath; leſt we ſuffer for our Rebel- 
hon - but for Conſrience-ſake : as we hope to approve 
our ſelves unto God, who hath laid this law upon vs : 
vr. 5. ibid, St. Peter 1s of the ſame mind with St. Paut. 
For ir his 1 Fpiſf. 2.13, 14. we read, Submit your ſelves 
to cwiry Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake. Whether 
to ie King as Supream z, or to Governonrs, as to thoſe that 
are ſent by kizr, Where you may obſerve, That the 
ſubordinate, as well as ſuprezre Magiſtrate is to have our 
Homage, and obedience, without reſiſtance, pai4 unto 
lim. And tis in Conſctence towards God to : for the 
Lord's ſake. Which are but other words, for the fame 
thing *t. Paul had ſpoken': ſo that, whatever any fort 
ot men ſuppoſe may be objedted bythe Law of Nature; 
the Law of Grace controuls that Fancy z and doth nioft 
plainlydetermine or Obedience, and the DiFrive of No1r- 
reſiſtance, For, who may ſay unto the Kino, What doſt 
thn? FEccleſ. 8. 4 And this 1s a great part of ozr 
Duty, who are Mjziſters to dectare unto you 3, eſpect- 
ally, in ſuch a Turbulent, and Sections Age : nam*!y, 
Io put youin mind to be ſubje to Principalities and Powers, 
to ovey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work, Tit. 3.1. 
As 1t there were little likelihood of ary other Good 
Works 3 if this of our Obedience were neglected. 
Touching the latter 3 Their State muſt be ſupported 


Support 


likewifte, And this both by our Parſe and Perſon allo. theirsrate 


C4 Need 


| BYPuſe, Need I remember you, How ſhameful, and unſafe it-is, . 
for any Kingdom, to havea King that is poor and needy? 
Doth not the Horovr. and Intereſt of a People, then 
Plead for a Liberal Supply unto their Prince ? But you 
{hall hear, that Contributions to this purpoſe are mat- 
fer of Duty towards God. For the Apoſtle Roz. 13.6, 

faith, For this Cauſe, even Conſcience-{ake, (the 
Words that do immediately precede)Pay you Tribute alſo. 
And the next Verſe, Render to all their due 5 (not your 
Curteſie, but ther Due: _) Tribute to whom tribute, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom appertaineth. Which makes me 
greatly wonder, how any perſons of ſober, or of honeſt 
Principles, ſhould ( as they ſay 'tis common ) ſteal their 
Cuſtoms from the King! *Tis fo uncomſcionable, that I 
nothing doubt it to be worle than Robbing of our com- 
mon Neighbour of what are his unqueſtionable Goods, 
Becauſe our Soveraign's Right is manifeſt : and the 
Wrong is highly aggravated by the Great, and Publique 
Capacity of the Perſon injured. *Tis plain, our Bleſſed 
Saviour would rather work a Miracle for Paying Tribute 
to the Higher Powers,than negle& the doing its Mat.17. 
27. Andif heperform this Duty : ſhould not we'go, 
and do likewiſe 2 | 
Nor areour Perſons (ſuppoſe them capable, ) exemp- 
ted from his Service, when they are needful to it. Ho- 
nouring of our Parents injoyned by the Fifth Com- 
mandment , intends the helping of them, upon occaſi- 
on, with our Hard: as well as fiecouring-them with 
our Eſtate. And the Civil Parent juſtly is by all Inter- 
 preters included there. Was it not very honourable in 
[ttai, a Stranger and an Extle, -onely taken under King 
David'sProtettion, to vow; That Whereſpever the King 
ſhould be, in life or death, he would bear him company, 
.2 Sam-15. And ſhould not natural Subjeasthink mw 
elves 


— 


| | ſqves under a greater Obligation? Yes: God's Peoplt 


of old, would, by no. means have their King hazard his 
Perſon in the Battel: becauſe, fay they, Thou art worth 
Ten thouſand of #3: butthey would freely venture their 
Lives for him-: 2 Sar. 18. They were not for Plotting 
his Deſtru@ion 3; much lels, for attual Murdering of him: 
as was too lately done upon the Royal Martyr by the 
prevailing Party in our late Rebellion 3 to the Eternal 


' ſhame thereof. No, no; to fave his blood, they would 


ſpill their own; and expoſe their own Throats to pre- 
{ſerve the Crown upon his Head. This is the part of 
Chriſtian Loyalty. And let me add; That when we 
cannot by ſtrength of Hand, and force of Arms be Ser- 
viceable 3 that muſt be madeup by Counſel .and Deſegns, 
as far as our capacity reacheth. What adventures did 
Huſba, Zadock, and Abiathar, and their Sons run, toſave 
their King, the Lord's Anointed 3 and to defeat the 
Treaſons of Abztophel.,, 2 Sam. 16, and 17 Chapters ? 
Whereas, if their Loyal Practices had been Diſcover'd, 
though they had been Maſters of a thouſand Lives, we 
may be ſure, they had all been Sacrific'd to the moſt 
Fxquilite 3 ortures, that witty, and enraged Traytors 
could have invented. But there needs no more of this, 
as being taught already in the Dodcrine of Obedience, 
which we have before diſcourſed of: 

So much then of the Secord Conſideration 5, to prove 
the peculiar care God takes of Kings 3 by The Charge 
he lays on people concerning then. 


The Third and Laſt I offter'd for the Proof hereof 3 CGn/- 


was this 5 God's own very marvellous Atings for them. 
And if it ſhall appear, That numerous Signal Providen- 
ces have been exercisd for the ſafety and preſervation 
of God's Arointed Ones; I think, we ſhall have over 
meaſure to our preſent purpoſe. Now multitudes o: 
Inſtances 


Inſtances might be produc'd of this Nature, both from: 
| amongſt Jewiſh, Heathen, and Chriſtian Princes. I ſhall 
[if onely pick out one of each, and be brief therein : be- 
{"þ cauſe indeed this Point will lead me home to the Third 
| Propoſition which is ſo near unto our {clves, as can't but 
prove moſt convincing with us. 
4 Fexiſp Firſt then, the Care of Providence about a. Jewiſ 
j Ks King. And David is the Perſon to be ſpoken of. Now 
| b he, obſerve it, though hunted unto death, whilſt bur a 
þ Subject 5 and for none other fault, than Saving of the 
King,and Kingdom 3 doth ſtil] approve his Loyalty : not 
onely 1n not offering Violence to his Soveraign,. who- 
moſt unjuſtly Perſecuted him : but abhorring the 
thoughts of ſuch accurſed Treaſon , with The Lord 
forbid, that I ſhould ſtretch forth mine hand againſ# the 
Lord's Anointed, 1 Sam. 26. 11. |And'this, when inju- 
ries provoked, opportunities - invited, companions ur- 
ged, and impunity ſeem'd to Charm him thereunto, 
For he was Heir Apparent-z and the Crown doth purge 
all ſtains. Burt he was not an Oliver, or a Bradſhaw : 
hating to think, that Providence juſtified,or encouraged 
unto any Villanv. And yet, when &iſeff 13 Lawful 
King, there are nzany Contpiracies tor his Deſtruction. 
I ſhall take notice but of one ;- but that the worſt of all 
thercſt : The Unnatural Plot of I11s Own Natural Child, 
but Rebellious Son, Abſalom. And here et us conſider, 
1. Firſt, What a Bloody Deſign it was ! not onely to rc- 
move ill Miniſters of State 5- nor barely, to: prune the” 
over-erown branches of Prerogative ; no, nor meerly and 
F ſimply, to transfer the Crown to 4 better Head. Treaſon 
$ Rampant- enough ! But plainly 5 to Chep off that Head 
| that wears it, 2 Sazr. 17. 2. | And that this 1s the Na- 
tnral Procets of ſucceſstul Rebellion, our ſelves are too® 
2 wellaware. Next: obſrverthe Terror of the — | 
V 
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by the vaſt Numbers of the Rebells, We read of 42 
Ijrae; therein engaged : which, at the leaſt, implies a ve- 

ry Great part of the Ten Tribes : Judah onely ( which 

includeth Bexjaminr) continuing intirely Loyal. Nay, * Ang. 

* Joſephus tells us, That Davids Army had but about 1% 4 7- ky 
Forr thouſand in it. And the Text affures us, That ©” 

* Twenty thouſand of the Rebels loſt their Lives in the Bat-* 2S.m. 

tel. What a frightful advantage had they therefore in *7- 

their Number ! | 

But Laſtly 3 The King 1s Saved; his Enemics Deſtroy- 
ed; and both by the hand of God. Thou haſt given me 
the necks of mine Enemies : thou haſt delivered me from 
the flrivings of my people - "tis God that avengeth me, and 
bringeth down the peaple under me, ſaith the King : and 
upon this account, as well asany.other, 2 Sax. 22. And 
note it ; becauſe David was the Lords Anointed, hethns 
became the care of Providence. As may be ſeen in 
the ſame Song, at P/al. 18. 50. Great deliverance giveth 
he to his King, and fheweth mercy unto his Anointed, un- 
to David, &c. 

Next for an Heather Prince : What a ſpecial Provi- an + 
dence was it toward Ahaſuerws > when Two Great 
Courtiers, and his Chamberlains, who Treaſonably had 
confpir'd againſt his Life, and had fo fair and many op- 
portunities to effect their Villamies, were notwithſtan- 
ding bard the Execution of it ? And how more re- 
markable was the care of God concerning him, in that 
poor Mordecai, no Natural Subjett ; but a Stranger 
and a Captive taken in War, ſhould firſ# come to have 
notice of the Treaſon ; and ther have an heart to ad- 
venture the diſcovery of it? Was it not dangerous for 
a man in lis Circumſtances to Impeach Two ſuch Great 
Perſonages 3 whoſe powerful Intereſt might well threa- 
ten to turn the blow upon his own head, and make 

D 2 him 
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Um the Traytor ? And what” an abatement to his Zeat 
would it be apt to prove ; That this very Prince, in- 
tended to be Deſtroyed, was, i a kind, the Deſtroyer 
of his Native Country, and all that was dear unto him 
in 1t ? 

Far leſs rebukes than theſe have too often hmdred 
many from diſcharge of Duty. But God, that taketh 
ſpecial care of Princes, carries him through all difficul- 
ties. The Treaſon 1s detected; the Traytors Pumiſh'd ; 
and the King favd, Efth. 2. 

4Chifi- Laſtly, The Chriſtian King, Conſtantine the Great 5 hovr 

®*. hewasdelivered trom Treacheries at home 3. preſerv'd, 
and proſper'd in the day of Battle abroad 5 and what ſignal 
care the Divine Providence contumally. took of him'5- 
is declared Jargely to us, with: ſpecial Remarks of the: 
mamfcſt hand” of God frequently. ſtretch'd ont - for 
him, by the Church Hiſtorian, Erſebizs in vita Conſtan-- 
tit. 

But we need not ſtay longer here 5 for our next 
Propoſition, which goes no further than our own doors, 
will put the matter paſt all. doubt. | Onely Remember, 
That if Gods placing Kings in his own room on Earth; 
charging their people in Thought, Word, an#l Deed to be their 
Votaries ; And Laſtly, doing Wonders for them himſelf; 
ſuftice to ſhew the peculiar care of Providence over 
them z-then our Second Propolition may be diſcharged, 
as fully proved. | 

| And ſo we come to the 

2. Prop. 3+ Propoſition ; which is, Our Preſent Soveraien 3s 
: ſrenal Inflance of the Care God takes of Kings. For the- 
eſpecial concern of Bivine Providence for Royal ſafe- 

ty, is plainly manifeſted in His Sacred' Majeſty 5 who 
hath obtam'd ſuch frequent, and ſq eminent Salvatons- 

trom the God of all Saivation. And under the ſame [-- 
aulecnts 


- Et” . 


dulgent care may he live for ever 1 - My buſineſs is not to 
oive a large account of .His Majeſties Lite, with the va- 
rious Paſſages of the greateſt Jeopardy which by the 
Heavenly Condu& he hath paſſed through. It ſhall 
ſuffice to point at Three, o1 Fovr ſuch great Deliveran- 


_ ces of him, as may convince an Enemy, and an Atheiſt, 


That the hand of God was with kim im them + and will 
therefore more confirm our belief oft the ſpecial Care 
G- 1hes of Kings, and alſoſtir us upto greater Thank- 
fuli:-'s for his mercy towards our 07. 

The Firſt Deliverance I ſhall recommend unto you, 1 Dekve- 
ſhall be that of His Majeſties ſtrange, but ſafe, eſcape from! 
Worceſter. Not to inliſt upon the Extreameſt hazard, 
wherewith his Royal Perſon was environd in that fatal 
Fight, when fo many of his Loyal Subjects fell on his 
Right hand, ang on his Left 5 before him, and bEchind : 
1s it not Evident, by this very glance already taken, that 
his Life was prectous 1n the fight of God 5 and that he 
covered his Head in that day of battle ? But after that, 
when all was loſt; to con{ider ſerioully, his hardeſt 
{hifts, and greateſt dangers 3 but his Preſervation ſtill, 
and ſafe Deliverance at the laſt, muſt make us ſay ; 
This was the Lords doing, and it is marvellons in our 
Fjes ! What was it, think you, for a neceſflity to lye 
upon ſo great a Potentate, to change Majeſtick Robes, 3.29” 
for a Peaſants Weeds ? To turn his Garter, George of 
Diamonds, and other Princely Ornaments, mto the 
courſe Accoutrements of meaner Ruſticks? Fora Crown- 
cd Head, and Royal Face, to be: deformed); and ſullyed 
fo, as to Repreſent a Countrey, Stbvenly Swain ! That 
te ſhould take upon him the place, .and-bulinz(s of an 
ordinary,interiour Servant, who was the Rightful Lord 
and Maſter of Three larsc Kingdoms ! And'that a Per- 

{on accuſtom'd to rhe-choiceſt Delreacies,, and greatcſt 


\ DP ESTs ; 
v/ who LET DI *Y 


1 22 

Varieties,with moſt noble Attendance, ſuitable to his Im- 
perial State, and Dignity ſhould be conſtrein'd to wait 

his time 5 and then content his Hunger with courſer 

Fare 3 and ſometimes tooof his own Cooking! To be 

ſv put to it 3 that wet Stockins, gravel'd Shooes, and 
galled Fect muſt be born with patience by Him. Nay, 
Shulking in a Barn, Hiding in Holes, Sheltring in Woods , 

and Lodging on a Tree, become good (hifts! And with 

all, theſe Diſtreſſes ro be infeſted frequently with the 
Alarms of many Blood-thirſty Enennes, and Jealouſies 

of ſome ſeeming Friends, and diſappointments of moſt 
promiſing Hopes! And, as the laſt, and, perhaps, the 
worſt of ſuch a Throng of Evils, To have a Price ſet 

on his Head, which far out bad the reward of Fudass 
Treaſon ; and ſo the more powerful temptation to a 
Traytor | Yet, that after ſuch Great Difficulties and 
Dangers, ſpun out unto full Six Weeks, Abating but one 

day 3 after Travelling up and down near Three hun- 

dred Miles, always in the Mid(ſt of Foes, often through 

his Armed Enemies Quarters, and when the whole 
Country was filled with Watches, for the ſeizing of 

him 3 it ſhould be poſſible for our King to get to Sea, 

and be Imbarqued with privacy, and ſafety; Eſcaping all 
Miſchiefs, though in the very Mouthes of them 5 Who 

is there that believes a Providence, and 1s not forc'd 

to ſay, as Job did 1n another caſe ;| The hand of the Lord 

hath wrought this £ | 

2. Deliie*- The next Deliverance to be obſerved by us is, Th 
"an * from his Exile. "Tis bard indeed, and fo we ever juſtly 
take it, to be driven from our Native Soyl, and forc'd 

into a Foreign Land. But*twas a wonderful Mercy to 

our Prince, that he could get from home, and arrive 

| abroad ; and both in ſafety ! And then his Support there, 
| |} when his Crows, and Kingdoms, and Reyenues, "” | 
all 


all loſt andgone into the hands of Rebels, deſerveth 
\ admiration too ! No doubt the. difficulties met with 
muſt needs be many 3; and his Neceffities often very 
g1 cat. . His Loyal Friends that he left behind him were 
but few 3 and thoſe reduced generally to the loweſt 
Ebb of Fortune. And where he came, his Enennes in- 
flucnce quickly grew fo gre:t,. that old Allies, and near 
Relations became both ſhy. and weary of him; and it 
comes at laſt to that cold j.indnefs, That He muſt not 
ſay within their Borders, But, notwithſtanding all 3 
the ſame kind Providence, that ſaved him. here, pre- 
ſerves him there - yea, and provides both a ſafe Abode, 
and fufhctent Support for liim. Nor ate there many 
Years gone over, before the hand of God, in the Eyes of 
all the World, is made bare a1d naked on his behalf. 
For when the King hath no Forregn Aid atall : either 
Navy to waſt him ſafely over Sea, or Army to Fight his 
way on Land : and when his old Faithtul Subjects in 
h his own Dominions, were {ti}] kept under hatches fo, 
that they could raiſe no Force, one way, or other, for 
f his Aſſiſtance : and when all Power was yet remain- 
ing in thoſe Rebelhous Hands, whereby he had been 
I baniſh'd from his Kingdoms, and his Birthright : When 
all theſe Mountaines lying in his way, ſhould ſuddenly 
Fl become a Plain, by the A/-ruling Providence; and 
of matters be ſo orderd and diſposd by the ſame, touch- 
ing Hs Majeſties Reſtauration to the Throneof his Fa- 
of K ficrs; That, what is Written of Judah concerning 
ly i 2-vid, may truly be apply'd to England, touching 
24 Charles the Second 5 He bowed the hcart of all the men of 
r0 Judah, even as the' heart of one man; ſo that they ſent © 
vel fi: word unto the Kine 5 Return thou, and all thy houſe : 
2 Sam. T9. 14 / And our King returned, in peace and. 
Rfety, with greateſt welcome, and Umverſal-Joy ; with- 
Gut 


-out the ſhedding of onedrop of Blood, apſtriking of 
one Angry ſtroak ! Which muſt conſtrain us to confeſs 
to God in the Pſalmiſts Words, This 3s thy hand ; and © 
thou Lord haſt done it. 

3. Delive- The Third is, Our Soveraigns Preſervation in the late 
rence. Popiſh Plot. And that there was a Deſign, laid deep as 
Hell, againſt the Proteſtant Religion, and all its ſincere 
Profeflors in the Three Kingdoms, with all that was 
dear unto them 3 nay, and againſt Hrs Sacred Majeſties 
Life ; by the Popiſh Agents, and Sons of Belial, we have 
as good aſſurance I think, as any man could wiſh ; 
excepting Them alone, who would have had ws felt it. 
For 1s not the Royal Word, and often repeated, paſs.d 
upon it ? Have not Four ſucceeding Parliaments concurd 
to declare the ſame ? Is not the Pablick Juſtice of the 
Nation, 1n ſeveral Tryals, Sentences, and Executions, a 
voucher for it >? Not. to inſiſt upon the Point-blank 
Evidences, and moſt convincing Circumſtances to the 
purpoſe. He that can think, That Judges, Parliaments, 
and Sacred Majeſty it ſelf, could either be impos'd upon 
by their too much credulity”, or that they would im- 
poſe upon the Peoples Faith, what themſelves believed 
not 3 muſt neceſlarily, to my underſtanding, reflect in- 
decently ; indeed, moſt ſcurrilouſly, if not worſe, up- 
on their Sagacity, or Integrity 3 their Wiſdome, or their 
Honeſty. And this no Loyal Perſon ſurely can be guilty 
of. Though I have not asked yet; Who, on the dil- 
belief of ſuch a Plot, fhall atone for ſo much innocent 


blood-ſhed 1n the caſe ? All which, makes me very apt 
to conclude, That he that will not now believe the 
Plot, neither would he do it, though the Traytors from 
the dead were ſent to confeſs it to them. But notwith- 
ſtanding there were New Farxes enough to do the Vil- 
lany 3 though the time, and place, and manner were 

| appointed 


appointed more than once; though all the rcquiines 

were prepared for making of a Royal Sacrifice by thc 

barbarous Putchery of his Sacred Majeſty 5 yer, the 

Alſeeirg, and Almighty, and moſt Gracious Providence, 

doth interpoſe, and diſcovers, and - diſappoints thoſe 

Helliſh Factors. Thanks be to God, Our King Lives 

Our Rehgion ſtands 3 And they are fallen. The Blow 

is turned upon their own Heads. And as the P/almiſt 

fath, Tiley are ſunk down into the Pit, which they made : 

in the Net which they hid 3s their own fort taken, The 

wicked is ſnarcd in'the work of his own hands, Pal. 9. 

15, 16. | : 
The Laſt is, Onr Kines Safvation inthis laſt Fanatich. ,xSere 

and Atheiftical lot. Famnatick it was : as being certainly 

inſpired 5 of tre Devil, that is. And 1t cannot but be 

Atkciſtical 5 as diſclaiming all ſenſe of God upon their 

Souls, who engaged m it. There 1s not any conliſtence 

of the Principles leading to Afaſſerate Princes, or Maſja- 

cre Subjeds, with any Religion, in the fame mind. And 

the onely True Rehigion, (and our Church's,) called Pro- ,,,.,.. 

tefrant, jaſtly Condemns them to Hell, trom whence azain/t 

they came. The Eſpouſers of them therefore, when *%/-- 

they take tne Name of Proteſtazts on them, do but 

Nick-name themſelves, to put a blind upon the World, 

IC and carry on their Deviliſh purpoſes with the leſs ſuſ- 

$] pion. They muſt have been brought up in Tera- 

tizs Lojola's School, or , John-a-Leyder's , neceſſarily. 

Ti true, jt ſeemcth a Reproach unto our Religion, 

Pt I that thoſe who did wear its Livery, and would be coun- 

ted belonging to 1t, {hould be given up to work ſach 

Wickednefs: but really, 'tis none: when we remember, 

That there was a Judas, who was a Devil, among the 

1- WW Twelve Apoſtles 3 and had the name of Oze alſo. And 

| as that Treaſon was abhorred by the Eleven ;, fo is this 


by 
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by all ſoxnd Proteſtants. What was deſignd by thoſe 
Wretches, you have had Publick Notice, and a large - 
account of, Once, and Again, by His Majcſties Declara- 
tion. Which muſt aſjure every honeſt Man of the re- 
ality of the Plot - although we had not Evidexces, and 
Confeſſuons now made Publick, that are able to convince 
an Infidel But how to aggrvate| juſtly the Nature of 
the Thing, and fully repreſent the diſmal Conſequen- 
ces thereof, if it had ſucceeded : I muſt confeſs, that ] 
want both Wit, and Words. The King, and his Royal 
Brother to have been Barbarouſly, Brutiſhly, and De- 
viliſhly Aſlaflinated ! So many Eminent Perſons of the 
greateſt Quality, and Loyalty butcher'd ! What but a 
general Maſlacre could have been expected ! .What but 
Three flouriſhing Kingdoms wallowing 1n their own 
Blood, could have enſued thereupon ? I need not fay, 
That our Laws. and Liberties, and Eſtates, muſt have 
layn at mercy to a New Civit, and more Bloody War, 
that what we were not long {incedelivered from. Or, 
that our Dear Religion, and the Goſpel, would have 
been by ſuch Confuſions caſt upon their Death-bed, it 
ever they had recovered thence. Thereis no manknow- 
eth, whoſe very Life ſhould have been given him, asa 
Prey ! How frighttul are the thoughts of theſe things! 
But how abominable to God, and all Good Men, mult 
be the Authors of them | But thanks be unto God, Our 
King 1s ſafe 3 and we together| with him. Wheren 
thoſe Men of Miſchief dealt proudly, indeed cruelly ; the 
Almighty was above them. Bleſſed be the Lord, who hatt 
not given us a Prey unto their teeth.. The ſnare 3s broken, 
and we are eſtaped. Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who made heaven and earth. Pal. 124. 6,7, 8. Thu 
is our King a Signal Inſtance of God's peculiar Care 0i 
Princes 3 which fairly leads us unto the 
Fourth 


T 27 ]. 


His Majeſties, and his Peoples great joy and thankfulne(s 
unto God. | | . 

All Mercies bring with them juſt matter of Rejoyce- * 
ing 10, and giving Thanks for, unto God, that gives them. 
But the more ſignal any Blefling 1s,the greater is the Ob- 
ligation thereby laid upon us, to enlarge our Hearts 1n 
jyful gratitude. 'T'was a great fault in King Hezekzah, 
though a good Man otherwiſe, That he rendred not 


| 

| again according to the benzfit done unto him, 2 Chron.35.25. 
. And our Saviour mzkes a juſt complaint again(t the 
c Nine Tepers, That they returned not to give God glory 
A for his Mercy to them, Lk, 17. 17, 18. 

it As tor our Soveraign 5 ſomany remarkable Circum- 
N [tances, 1n that Dehiverance this day acknowledg'd, con- 


cur to commend, and advance the ſingular kindneſs of 
the Almighty towards him ; that, they cannot but in- 
tluence his Royal Soul to joyful Thankſgiving. 

As Firſt 5 A Deſign, in its Nature ſo horrid and fe- 
ral, to be difapointed ! The very Life of Himſelf, and 
Deareſt Brother, with ſuch Cruelty, and Inhumanity 
to be raviſh'd from them ! And by his own Subjeds, 
and Servants, that ought with alacrity to have lay'd 
down their Lives, for his ſake! So many Principal Mi- 
niſters, 1t not all his Loyal Subjedts, and Three whole 
Kingdoms lying at ſtake together ! 

Again, To eſcape ſuch a Plot, that was nunſuſpeFed ! 
For though the King knew, no doubt, of a Diſconten- 
ted Party : Nothing is more probable, than that he was 
ſecure of any ſuch vile, and villanous Attempt. And 
truly, the thing 1s ſo uncouth, and monſtrous, ſo aliene 
trom, and adverſe to Humane Nature 3 (to ſay nothing 
of Chriſtian Religion, which damns the very Seeds and 
Principles thereof :') that an 7mocent, honeſt, and well- 

E 2 meaniug 


Fourth, and Laſt Propoſition : This zs juſt occaſton for 4. Propoſe 


20 * | nn IO 
by all /oxnd Proteſtants. What was deſignd by thoſe 
Wretches, you have had Publick Notice, and a large - 
account of, Once, and Agin, by His Majcſties Declara- 
tion. Which muſt aſjure every honeſt Man of the re- 
ality of the Plot : although we had not Evidexces, and 
Confeſſions now made Publick, that are able to convince 
an Infidel? But how to aggrvate| juſtly the Nature of 
the Thing, and fully repreſent the diſmal Conſequen- 
ces thereof, if it had ſucceeded : I muſt confeſs, that ] 
n want both Wit, and Words. The King, and his Royal 
j Brother to have been Barbaroully, Bratiſhly, and De- 

|” viliſhly Aſſaſſinated ! So many Eminent Perſons of the 
h greateſt Quality, and Loyalty butcher'd ! What but a 

| general Maſlacre could have been expected ! What but 

; Three flouriſhing Kingdoms wallowing 1n their own 
Blood, could have enſued thereupon ? I need not fay, 
That our Laws, and Liberties, and Eſtates, muſt have 
layn at mercy to a New Civil, and more Bloody War, 
that what we were not long {incedclivered from. Or, | 
that our Dear Religion, and the Goſpel, would have 
been by ſuch Confuſions caſt upon their Death-bed, if 
ever they had recovered thence. Thereis no manknow- 
cth, whoſe very Life ſhould have been given him, asa 
Prey ! How frighttul are the thoughts of theſe things! 
But how abominable to God, and all Good Men, mult 
be the Authors of them | But thanks be unto God, Our 
King 1s fafe 5 and we together with him.. Wheran 
thoſe Men of Mifchief dealt proudly, indeed cruelly ; the 
Almighty was above them. Bleſſed be the Tprd, who hath 
n0t given us a Prey unto their teeth.. The ſnare 3s broken, 
and we are eſtaped. Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who made heaven and earth. Pal. 124. 6,7, 8. Thu 
is our King a Signal Inſtance of God's peculiar Care 0 
Princes 3 which fairly leads us unto the 


In a oo 


Fourth 


His Majeſties, and kis Peoples great joy and thankfulneſs 
unto God. | A 
All Mercies bring with them juſt matter of Rejoyce- 
ing in, and giving Thanks for, unto God, that gives them. 
But the more ſignal any Blefling is,the greater is the Ob-. 
ligation thereby Jaid upon us, to enlarge our Hearts in 
j>yful gratitude. 'Twas a great fault in King Hezekiah, 
though a good Man otherwiſe, That he rendred not 
KH agcnin accordingto the benefit done nntohim, 2 Chron.35.25. 
| And our Saviour mckes a juſt complaint againit the 


> | Nine Lepers, That they returned not to give God glory 
1 for his Mercy to them, Luk. 17. 17, 18. 

t As tor our Soveraign 5 ſo many remarkable Circum- 
N ſtances, m that Deliverance this day acknowledg'd, con- 


cur to commend, and advance the ſingular kindneſs of 
the Almighty towards him 3; that, they cannot but in- 
tluence his Royal Soul to joyful Thankſgiving. 

As Firſt 5 A Deſign, in its Nature ſo horrid and fe- 
ral, to be difaponnted ! The very Life of Hinielf, and 
Deareſt Brother, with ſuch Cruelty, and Inhumanity 
to be raviſh'd from them ! And by his own Subjects, 
and Servants, that ought with alacrity to have lay'd 
down their Lives, for his fake! So many Principal Mi- 
niſters, 1t not all his Loyal Subje&s, and Three whole 
Kingdoms lying at ſtake together ! 

Again, To eſcape ſuch a Plot, that was unſuſpeded ! 
For though the King knew, no doubt, of a Diſconten- 
ted Party : Nothing is more probable, than that he was 
kcure of any ſuch vile, and villanous Attempt. And 
truly, the thing 1s ſo uncouth, and monſtrous, ſo aliene 
trom, and adverſe to Humane Nature 3 (to fay nothing 
ot Chriſtian Religion, which damns the very Seeds and 
Principles thereof : ) that an 7»nocert, honeſt, and well- 

E 2 meanivg 


Fourth, and LaſtPropoſition : This zs juſt occaſton for g, propoſe. 


TY 


meaning man, but for ſuch clear Eyidence that ſhines 
"hike the Sun at noon-day, would be/apt in this Cuſe to 
take up the words of Nicodemys 11 an other, How can 
theſe things be £ Butlo plain is the proof 3 that now for 
one to deny it, ſeems, it not to Confeſs, he 1s in it; at 
leaſt, to ſignitie good wiſhes to it. 

Yet further, an horrible miſchief to be blaſted, That 
was ſo eafte to have been effeded ! His Majeſty (though 
not without nced, we clearly perceive _) being always 
provided of a meet Defence for his Sacred Perſon ; 
yet at this time, and place, out of Confidence, we may 
ſuppoſe, of the Loyalty and Love of his People, ſtem- 
þ 11g to neglect his wonted Guards 3 at leaſt to be fati(- 
b4. fied with a leſs number than uſual; encourag'd the 
Villany, and threatned leſs danger to the vile Under- 

tak ers. | 

Beſdes 5 The wnexpeFedneſs of the Providence that 
defeated the Treaſon, adds much to the mercy of ſea- 
ping it. The burning down of his Majeſties Town, 
kept up the Tabernacle of his Majeſties Body. New- 
Market Fire, though it were not likely to quench thoſe 
Traytors thirſt for his Sacred Blood, yet it choak'd:them 
from drinking it. For, that ſo fad an Accident there, 
was made the occaſion of great gladneſs. elſewhere : in 
cauling the removal of the King before his. intended, 
and their expeded Seaſon. — 
Laſtly, That a Conf-derate in the Villany, as deep, 

. and as forward as any of the vileſt, ſhould be ſmitten 

ſo with the Horror of the Fact (as himfelf doth confeſs,) 

that the Feaver and Convullion of his own mind would 
give him no reſt, till he made the Diſcovery! i 8 
Theſe are all ſuch Circumſtances, that ſeverally would i 
do much 3 but joyned as they are, do mightily en- I | 
hance the price of God's Care for the King's Preſer- 
vation. 
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vation. And accordingly they have prevailed npoy 
him, for the moſt Solemn - and Publick Acknowledg- 
ment thereof. Which, paſt all doubt, is very well, and 
moſt Religiouſly done. That, as Mordecai called his 
People, to a day of Publick Gladneſs and Rejoycing., 
for his Own, and Their Deliverance , from Hamar's 
Rage and Cruclty : So on a much like occaſion, our 
Soveraign (hould invite his SwbjedFs to fuch a Solemnity 
of Publick and joyful Thankſgiving, as at this day: 
both on his own behalf, and ours. 

For it muſt be remembred, as 'twas told us before, 
That we likewiſe are concer'd in duty herein. Tt muſt be 
our buſineſs, as well as our Kings, To rejoyce, and blcſs 
God for this great Satvation. And were there none 

other reaſon, we were oblig'd hereto, ſolely for the ſake of 

| our Soveraign. The Holy Scriptures have told you al- 

| ready, That Prayers, and Praiſes beſides, are owing, for 
- Kings, and All in Authoriiz. And what is more reafo- 
, nable and juſt > Doth not He Prote& us (under God) 


7 in our Lives, and Liberties,and Eſtates ? Nay, which is 
f: yet more : Is not He the Defender of the Faith 5 and a 
mn Preſerver of the Gofpel amongſt us? You know, He's 
0, our Governour, our Father, and our Head! How great 
in is our Concernment therefore in His Safety and Hap- 
a, pincſs ? Is there any of us, that can honeſtly grudge 


| to ſay to our Kizg, as David's good Subjects once ſaid 
ep, unto him, Thom art worth ten thouſand of ws 2 And if 
ten God's Church of Old, bewailed the loſs of their King, 
{s,) as looſing the breath of their noſtrils, Lam. 4. 20? Should 
uld W not a Chriſtian Church have an Equal Value for thcir 

WW fing now ? Nay verily, if God had permitted this 
uld WW Dreadful Deſign to have profper'd, we fhould have had 
en- © but too much cauſe to have-taken up their mournful 
Dialect , and in the Utmoſt Extent of its ſenſe too. 


For 
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' ForI beſtzech you conſider, into what a, diſinal Chaos 
Matters had preſently been hurVd ! What ,frights and 
ſpoils; what havocks and {laughters, mult have inſtant- 
ly followed > Whenthe White Flag of Peace had been 
dip'd a Blood-colour 3 and the ravenous Sword, like an 
hunger-bit Lyon at his Prey, were tearing and devou:- 
ring our Flcſh ; whither then could we fly torRefuge? 
Say, that ſome of vs'might have ſcaped with our Lives: 
where had our Liberties been 2 Mult not our Ears have 
been bored 3 and We ſealed an Indenture of perpetual 
Slavery to the Prevailing Party ? | What would have 
become of Religion, Poſterity , and Numberle(s Souls 
+B God onely knows! The Prevention whereof, gives us 
'F juſt reaſon to ſays Thzs 7s the day which the Lord hath 
i$ made: we will rejozce and be glad tijerein. 

But this will have its more proper place in | 

Praffical The Pradical ReſfieFions on the Vi/hole + which are but 
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For , 
2. Thankfulneſs to. God, , 


1. For Obedience to Man ;, the Magiſtrate, that is : 
the King as Supreme, and Governonrs, as ſent by him ;, as 
St. Peter Expreſleth it. And I need do little elſe, than 
1 pray you to remember, What plentiful Teſtimony you 
F have alrcady had from the Holy Scriptures tor thisgreat 
'þ Duty. So that, the Refuſers hereof, muſt needs be Re- 
'* bel/;ous againſt God : difobedient unto, and contem- 
8 ners of his Word. Whoever will prove faithful Ser- 
x8 vants of the Lord, . muſt alſo be found Loyal Subjeds 
5 to their Prince. [He can never be true unto God, that 
is falſe to his Miniſter 5 which the Magiſtrate Fx . 

utifu] 
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dutiful therefore, in chearful complying with all good * 
Laws. And if any be ſuſpected : you muſt be patient 
in ſubmitting, where you cannot be ative in fulfilling. 
Joyn alfo higheſt Veneration for your Governours 3 
and the Chief eſpecially. Having heard before, That 
the beſt thoughtsof them, ſhould always fill your Minds. 
And let your Diſcourſe be ſparing about Publick Mat- 
ters;z and ſtil moſt reverend thereof; and of thoſe 
that manage them. I<s it fit to ſay unto a King, Thou 
art wicked 2 And to Princes, ye are ungodly 2 Job. 34. 
12. Beware of ſpeaking evil of the Rulers of the peo- 
ple, ACt.23.5. The beſt Conftrudtions, and beſt Expreſſ1- 
ons of all Publick Managements, do beft become us,and 
are due from us. Our diſtance will not allow a due 
Jacgment 3 and our duty. binds us-to the faireſt In- 
terp1=tation of them. 

The Covering very #akedieſs of Superiours gat the Ble(s- 
ing 5 whenthe contrary method of. divulging it brought 
the Curſe, Gez. 9. Private Men's Work doth lye at home, 
within thetr own Sphear : and ſuch aPerſon ſhould check 
his aptneſs to extravagate, with, Who makes Me a Fnage "Be 
as our Saviour once rebuked a Pragmatick Spirit, Lzk.12. 
14 2 Why will any be ſo buſie then in Afﬀairs of State, 
which are not their Province 2 Would we conſult the 
Spirit of the Goſpel ; and tread hs Steps, the Prince 
of Peace, and Lamb for Meekneſs, that did ſend it ; 
and therrs the Sons of Peace. of Patience, and Submiſli- 
on,who did bring its how.-caſte would this buſineſs be 5 
and how effe&tual would the Counſel to it prove with 
Al? Letus therefore ſtudy to be quiet, and do our own 
buſineſs 5 as St. Paul Commands, 1 Theſſ. 4. 11. And 
according to St. Peter, makea full proof, that we Fear - 
God, by Honour paid unto the King. 


for 


2, For Thankfulneſs unto God, The juft occaſion , zee. . 


for it hath-ſo fully been already manifeſted ; that no- 
© thing elſe. is wanting, but the, Practice of it 5 whereto 
ſo many Motives preſs us. How ſhould our Hearts 
be now enlarged 3 how ſhould our Mouthes be open'd 
to Blcſs, and Praiſe the Lord ; to-Exalt and Magnifie his 
Name, for this ſo great Salvation,. he hath wrought? 
'Twas not our Strength, and Power; no Wiſdome and 
Fore-{ight of ours 3 nay, nor our Care and Diligence 
that was contributary to the Deliverance ! But it was 
God's richt Hand, and his own Arn, and the light of his 
Conniezzance that did All 5 becauſe he had a favour to us. 
Shall we not ſay then, and fay it from our Hearts ; 
Bleſſed be the Lord, the God of Iſracl, who oncly doth 
wondrous things : and bleſſed be his Glorious Name for 
Fecr, and Ever 2 - Do we love our King? Who ovght to 
be the Delight of our Eyes; the joy of our Hearts; 
and the breath of our Noſtrils. Let] us Niagnifie then 
the Alnnghty, and moſt Merciful God, That his Anoin- 
ted was not taken in their pits. Have we a value for our 
Conntry> Acquaintance, Friends, and near Relations, 
arc they dear unto us? Let us Exalt his Name that is 
moſt High , that #hey are not wallowing in their own. 
goar 3 nor it become a New Akeldama, a Ficld of Blood 
agan. | 
Is our Religion, and the Goſpel more than our very 
Lives with as? Let us give thanks, and praiſe to God, 
that ſtill he doth preſerve ther. © For had that wicked- 
neſs proſper'd, when Irreligion like a Delnge muſt have 
overwhelm'd us, what had become of the Word and 
Ordinances, of all true Piety, and Devotion ? | 
Can we forbear the P/alzriſts Language now ? Bleſs 
the Lord, O orr Souls : and all within ws, magnifie his 
holy Name. How ſhould -we, from our Hearts, as[ 
ſaid, declare God's praiſes with our Mouths ? 


An 


A 
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nd lex me add. thereto, before we part 3 How ſhould 
our Lives and Converſations Eccho hereunto > For I muſt 

tell you, That Thankſgiving unto God is not matter of 
meer Complement. Nor are his Praifes the labor of our. 
Lips onely. No man can be truly = unleſs he will 

be really holy. To ſpeak well of God, and ſpurn his 
Laws the while, is hke.to Joab's kind ſaluting of Amaſea 
when heſtab'd him. Whilft the Lite Diſhonours God, 


- the praiſes of the Mouth are no better then Dung Sa- 


crificed 5 which will be thrown back with indignation: 
mto his Face that offers it. Wall the moſt Holy and. 
Alſceimg God account, That Tongue doth- bleſs his: 
Name, as it ought, with Thanks and Praiſe 3 whoſe 


_ dailytradeit 1s,to Blaſphemethe ſame with horrid Oathes 


and Execrations ? Or can he reckon thoſe Perſons 
thankful for his Mercies, whatever they fay ; that 
abuſe thoſe very Mercies, to the Service of their Luſts,, 
and Satan ? What? Atheiſm,and Prophaneneſs,pay God 


_ the Tribute of his Praiſes !. Can drunken Healths, or 


wanton Embraces ; open Violences, or ſecret frauds, 
or any irreligious , Courſes give him Glory 3 to whom 
they bid Defyance. Affure your ſelves, That ungod- 
ly Lives, and holy Praiſes, are hike the Ark and Dagor 3 
they never ftand' together in. the ſight of God. You 
muſt therefore either neceflarily leave your Sizs, or 
ioofke your Thaxks'; how fair ſoever they may ſeem. 
It we would then be' truly Thankful, and to God's 
Acceptance : Let us praiſe him with our Lips; and 
pleaſe him m our Lives. Let's being deliver'd-from 


_ our Enemies, ſerve him that hath deliver'd us,. 72 righ- 


teousneſs and holineſs before hin: .all our days, Lake 1. 
75. This is that Thankfptving, which. is-alone-thank- 
worthy. All other is not Current Coyn- indeed, Re- 
probate Silver, or meer Droſs. Let vs be renewed and- 

| E reformed 


reformed therefore. ' Let ws Renonncethe works of dark. 
meſs, and walk. as* Childrex of the light. Let ws cleanſe. . 
our ſelves from filthineſs of Fleſh and , Spirit, to the per- 
feding holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. With- 
out a ſincere endeavour after which, as our Praiſe is 
loſt ; ſo are our Perſors too, for ever. For God ha- 
teth all the workers of iniquity. | | 

And take this further Motive hereunto. You would 
be, ſurely, counted Loyal to your Prince 3 but vive 
me leave to tell you, a -debauch'd, vicious, and ſinful 
Life, 1s ſo far from being any proof thereof, that it 
gives great cauſe to fear the contrary. Tis ſomewhat 
hard to think ; How that Man ſhould be truly Loyal to 
his King; that 1s, an oper. Rebel againſt God. So, ſuch 
Sinners are. Whatever Obligation they may ſtand in 
to their Prince, thoſe on them unto God are infinitely 
greater. And what ſecurity is there, that he that breaks 
the ſirouger Bond, fhould not likewiſe ſnap the wea- 
her 2 | | 

This we are ſure of; That Prophane, and Ungodly 
Subjects may, by their wicked. Lives, work great mil- 
chief to their Soveraign 3 though they may not mean 
it in their Minds... And ſo we are urged unto Holi- 
neſs, on the account of Loyalty alſo. "Twas the Pro- 
phets Counſel unto Subjefts, 1 Sam. 12. 24, 25. Fear 
the Lord, and ſerue him in Truth, with all your heart: 
for conſider how. great things be hath done for you, And 
it follows : But if ye ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall. be de- 
ftroyed 5 both ye and your King. See here the Publick 
Mz:ſchief that may be done by Private Perſons continue 
ing in their wickedneſs. Even Majeſty it ſelf 3s not ſe- 
cure from it. And 'tis ſtrange Loyalty that over-turns 
Soveraignty ! Whereto, 'tis manifeſt, That Subjedt's Sins 
have an apparent tendency. , 

or 


For a Concluſion of all. If we love onr Kizz, our 
Country, our Friends, our Selves, both Souls and Bo- 
dies let it be our care and bufinefs, with higheſt Praiſes 
for all God's mercies; and This ſtenal One, to joyn the 
Holy Practice of af/ God's Commandments. | 

Then, | 

IV hoſo offereth praiſe, glorifyeth me, ſaith the Scripture z 

nd to him that ordereth his Converſation arizht, will ] 


frew the Salvation of God, Pal. 50. 23. 
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